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TO THE COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS: 

INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 
In the "Reason for Allowance 1 ' included in the Notice of Allowability issued on 
June 2, 2006, the Examiner indicated that all Claims 1-10 and 12-17 (renumbered as 
Claims 1-16) are allowed "as a result of applicants 1 amendment filed on April 20, 2006, by 
including the allowable subject matter as set forth in paragraph 5 of the last Office Action mailed 
on October 19, 2005." Paragraph 5 of the last Office Action mailed on October 19, 2005, noted 
that dependent Claims 3-9, 11, and 13-15 "would be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims." Applicants 
respectfully submit that in the amendment filed on April 17, 2006, none of Claims 3-9, 11, 
and 13-15 were rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 
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Rather, in the amendment of April 17, 2006, applicants amended Claim 1, which is the only 
independent claim in the present application, to clarify its meaning while incorporating some 
portions of the subject matter previously recited in Claims 3-9, 11, and 13-15. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CHRISTENSEN O'CONNOR 
JOHNSON KINDNESS PLLC 




Shoko I. Leek 
Registration No. 43,746 
Direct Dial No. 206.695.1780 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the U.S. Postal Service in a sealed 
envelope as first-class mail with postage thereon fully prepaid and addressed to Mail Stop Issue Fee, Commissioner 
for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on the below date. 
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